STUDENT
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THURSDAY APRIL 30, 2020

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
Q1: Can we return our books to the Bookstore if it’s open, or do we have to
return them by mail?
A1: If you are in Abilene, you may return textbooks to the Bookstore M-F
from 8 am – 5 pm. The Bookstore is currently open.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM THE BOOKSTORE:
LOCAL: A student may return books to the Bookstore anytime between
8 am – 5 pm Monday – Friday. A student may also ship their textbooks
back following the Out of Town instructions below.
OUT OF TOWN:
RENTAL: If a student is not local, will not be returning by the due date
of the rentals, and wants to ship the textbooks back, they will need to
email the Bookstore at mcmbookstore@mcm.edu. The Bookstore will
provide a return label to send the books back by the return date.
PURCHASE: If a student purchased their textbooks and wants to sell
their textbook back, they may go to www.mcmurrybookstore.com. Once
at the website, they will click on the textbook menu and select Sell My
Books. At that point, it will walk them through how to sell the textbook
back and will explain the process.
If they have additional questions, email mcmbookstore@mcm.edu.
Q2: Do we send back the laptops?
A2: An email from James Price with MOVES was sent on April 29 to your
McMurry email with instructions. If you are on campus, you may drop it
off in the MOVE office in Cooke.
If you do not see the email in your inbox, please contact James Price via
email at price.james@mcm.edu.
Q3: How do I request a final transcript at the end of the semester to be sent out?
A3: You may email the Registrar at registrar@mcm.edu, and they can
assist you.
Transcripts may also be requested at https://registrar.mcm.edu/transcriptrequest/index.html.
Q4: How will we do a science lab if it’s all online?
A4: We asked the science faculty to weigh in on this question, and here
is their response. Though we are planning on being back on campus
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for face-to-face instruction in the fall, we continue to examine different
scenarios, including ones that have us back online. We are planning
to maintain some semblance of the lab experience to meet face-toface. We realize that online labs do not equate to in-person labs, and
are also looking at ways, to hopefully, develop a hybrid curriculum,
assuming that we may have 10 or fewer in a lab. For example, we may
add other sections of labs with smaller class sizes that could be taken in
person while moving the lectures to an online version. In the case of a
freshwater biology class, Dr. Boyle will be producing videos of fieldwork
this summer that he can use for simulations and demonstrations
of techniques. Another idea is to push the lab portion to a separate
semester. You can see that our faculty members are already making
plans to do as much as face-to-face as possible.
Q5: Will band and Chanters scholarships still be honored?
A5: Yes. I think there was an additional question to follow relating to
band and Chanters performing. We are working to figure out ways to
do that, and we have already discussed ways to limit the audience sizes
to support social distancing. There may also be ways to hold smaller
performance ensembles to adhere to the limitation of 10. The faculty,
in those performance disciplines, are working now to address the
challenges and plan for the fall. The band and chanters scholarships will
continue to be honored.
Q6: Ring ceremony?
A6: The ring ceremony has been canceled, as you all may know. The rings
will be mailed to you from Balfour.
Q7: Student teaching?
A7: With regards to concerns relating to student teaching, I think
many of you have already been talked to, at least this semester, by the
education faculty. If you’re talking about next year, there are other
details to be worked out. Visit with the Education Faculty for more
information.
Q8: How will social clubs be affected? Will they be able to conduct different
events if classes were to go online again in the fall?
A8: Again, we are hoping that we’ll be back on campus for faceto-face instruction in the fall. But it will depend on government
direction/mandates as to group limits and such. We believe that all
the organizations will need to comply with whatever social distancing
order is in place. The critical factor will be looking at the group size. You
may need to plan virtual activities with social distancing and group size
restrictions.
We realize that interaction and activities are essential, and we might
have to get creative and learn to adapt as far as our social clubs are
concerned. Clubs might have to consider doing a type of hybrid activity/
meeting and look at virtual visits and such.
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Q9: As I understand, May term classes are still going to meet as normal. Will
there be a way to opt for online format due to concern for catching the virus
and giving it to young children and the elderly?
A9: Currently, there are only nine courses that are going to be faceto-face classes in May. The others are online. So, if you happen to
be in one of the face-to-face sessions and you’re concerned about
health risks, whether it is your health or someone you take care of,
you may contact Dr. Hunt or the Registrar, and let us know. There may
be a way to accommodate your need. We have specific ways to do a
hybrid class with the in-person course. For example, right now, we
are in a conference room in Old Main 302 where there could be nine
students in this class with the professor. We could provide access for
an online student like you are doing right now in the Town Hall. So, if
there is a need, please let us know, and we’ll see if we can make that
accommodation.
Q10: Will there be restrictions on visitation between the apartments and the
residence halls in the fall?
A10: Depends on government mandates. Not anticipating any, but we’ll
have to wait and see.
Q11: How long will it be before we know how those of us will proceed with
financial hardships?
A11: We realize that many students have financial hardships during
this time, and we hope that you have communicated those to Tim
Sechrist and the Financial Aid office. We must hear from you, so we can
determine the overall need and what each individual student needs.
Q12: Do you foresee any summer theatre productions or summer programs
this year?
A12: We are still looking at the summer theatre. Right now, we’re waiting
to see what Reopening Texas looks like to see if there could be theatre
later in the summer, possibly July. Obviously, with the limitation of 10,
it is not feasible for May shows, but the limitation may increase maybe
even at the end of May, we will know. We are still looking to see how this
will progress.
Q13: Will the Pass/No Pass extend into the next semester?
A13: Right now, it’s for this semester only primarily because of the
COVID-19 situation, but it is something that we can look at in the future.
If you like this format, then let us know, and it will be something that we
will look at considering for the future. Let us know what you think about
it.
Q14: When can we expect a set schedule for fall sports?
A14: As I mentioned in my presentation, we cannot do anything until we
hear from both the NCAA and American Southwest Conference. The ASC
presidents’ meeting is not happening until the end of May. Likely, we will
not have any answers until the end of May following the meeting. NCAA
also has a COVID-19 taskforce looking at how universities may compete
in the fall.
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Q15: What is the University’s attitude toward traveling outside Taylor County
for work purposes?
A15: We are a little more open now because the governor has started
the reopening of the state. As you may know, the statewide executive
order is going to be allowed to expire today (April 30). Tomorrow, the
first phase of opening up the state starts. I would expect that others,
including us, are more open at this point. Safely opening business
throughout the state is now a priority. Again, as mentioned in my
presentation, we will also know more and have a better understanding
after tomorrow’s Taylor County Commissioners meeting to see how
they will extend the county’s disaster declaration and what it means for
McMurry.
If it is for work purposes, talk with Sam Ferguson, VP of Student Affairs,
to discuss your specific work requirement situation.

